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IT'S NEVERTOO LATE TO GET INVOLVED 



Being a member of a church doesn't just 
mean to be in attendance on Sundays. 
There is a responsibility to become an 




Last month, CWF enjoyed an outing to Brenham, TX,for a salad luncheon, 
and tasty treats at the Bluebell Ice Cream Factory. CWF is just one way to get 
involved in the church. 



active member of the body of Christ. 

What better way to do that than to 
become involved in the church activities of 
Oaks Christian Church? 
There are many opportu- 
nities for involvement: 

CWF: (Christian 
Women's Fellowship) :The 
women have a very active 
fellowship group meeting 
on Tuesday mornings. 

Sunday School Classes: 

Four adult classes to 
choose from and a teen- 
age class too. 



Community Lunch : As 

the church's mission field 
work, every fourth Satur- 
day of the month, we 
serve free lunch to any- 
one that is hungry. 
Starts at noon and goes 
till 2:00 p.m. 



Handbell choir: Starts practice on 
Wednesday., August 21 at 6:00 p.m. 
Choir: Practice begins on Wednesday, 
August 14, at 7:00 p.m. 

Bible Study: Every Tuesday at 6:15 
p.m. in the Carpe Diem Room next to 
Hospitality. 

Helping at MANNA (Ministry Assis- 
tance of the Near Northwest Alliance): 
They have a Thrift Store that needs vol- 
unteer help. Also need volunteers at 
their Food Pantry, Assistance Program, 
and Eyeglass Dispensing. 

These are some of the things that are 
part of the life of Oaks, why not come 
and get involved!! 




Oaks Christian Church is a family 
church that loves to share God's 

word, God's Love, and God's 
fellowship with the world. We are 
a church in the near inner loop 
that strives to be a helpful part of 

the community. We are about 
Deep Christian spirituality, a true 
community and a passion for 
Justice. We celebrate 
communion every Sunday service 
and all who believe are 
welcome to receive. 
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A Note from Pastor Don 



Every Monday, I 
come into the office. 
It's a new day, a new 
week, and I'm ready to 
go. 

Except for one 
thing: My office looks 
like a disaster! 

So every Monday 
morning, I spend a 
good part of my time 
throwing away trash, 
putting away files, 
picking up pens and 
pencils and putting 
them back in their 
drawers, and putting 
extra Bibles and refer- 
ence books back on the 
shelves. . . at least for 
the moment. 

I always end up 
looking at a few sticky 
notes and trying to de- 



cide if they're worth 
keeping for the week or 
putting them on the 
'To Do Later" pile 
(which just keeps get- 
ting larger and larger). 

And then, when I'm 
all done, I'm ready to 
begin trashing my of- 
fice again. But all the 
time I've taken to clean 
things up and to organ- 
ize things... sure 
makes my week a lot 
easier. 

I was thinking today 
how in many ways, the 
time I spend cleaning 
my office on Monday 
morning is like the time 
I set aside in the morn- 
ing to be with God. 
Sometimes, it's not al- 
ways that much or that 
deep. But it's what it 
takes to clean things up 
and get my life straight 
so my day will go the 
way it should. 

Oh sure... I've had 
quite a few days where 
I didn't start my day 



off with the Lord and I 
was able to work 
around the clutter. But 
it's so much easier 
when I acknowledge 
who He is in the begin- 
ning of the day and 
START things off on 
the right foot. 

And if I have one of 
"those days," (you 
know, the kind you 
never want to have 
again), I know I only 
got through it because 
of my trust and focus 
on Him! And if it was 
a great day, it was be- 
cause of Him as well. 

It's funny -at the 
end of that great day, 
I'll grab a sticky note 
and put that "Great 
Day" on my list of 
things to do again to- 
morrow. But I always 
seem to lose the paper- 
work. 

See ya Sunday! 

In His Grip, 
Pastor Don 
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SEPTEMBER 




Sun 



Mon 



Tue 



Wed 



Thu 



Fri 



Sat 



Sunday School @ ^ 
9:30 a.m. ; Wor- 
ship @ 10:45 a.m. 



*Labor Day* 2 
Rummage Sale 
Set-up @ 9 
a.m. 



Rummage Sale 3 
Set-up @ 9 a.m.; 
Bible Study 
@ 6:15 p.m. 



Handbell Prac- 4 
tice @ 6 p.m. ; 
Choir Practice @ 
7 p.m. 



7 



Rummage Sale 
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 



Rummage Sale 
9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 



Sunday School @ 
9:30 a.m. ; Wor- 
ship @ 10:45 a.m. 



Prayer Circle @ 
9:30 a.m. ; Ser- 
vice: Blankets (a 
10 a.m. Bible 
Study @ 6:15 



10 



Handbell Prac 
tice @ 6 p.m. 
Choir Practice ( 
7 p.m. 



11 



12 



13 



14 



Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. ; Wor- 
ship @ 10:45 a.m. 



16 



Love Meals ( 

10 a.m. 
Bible Study ( 
6:15 p.m. 



.17 



Handbell Prac 
tice @ 6 p.m. 
Choir Practice ( 
7 p.m. 



18 



19 



20 



21 



Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. ; Wor- 
ship @ 10:45 a.m. 



23 



Holly Hall Book24 
Review @ 9:30 
a.m. Bible Study 
@ 6:15 p.m. 



Handbell Prac- 
tice @ 6 p.m. 
Choir Practice ( 
7 p.m. 



25 



26 



27 



Community 
Lunch @ 12 
p.m. -2 p.m. 



28 



Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. ; Wor- 
ship @ 10:45 a.m 



Cookie Sales to 
begin in 
October. . . ! 



30 




Happy September Birthdays! 

9/1 Crystal Smith 
9/10 Marceil Horn 
9/24 Don Murray 
9/25 Maydell Howard 

& Bernie Slaven 
9/26 MarkConover 



iff 

r 



/ ^ September Anniversaries: X ^S 

9/5 Larry and Pat Scruggs 
) 9/13 Don and Billie Murray C 
9/20 Pastor Don and Linda Joseph 



Follow us for updates and 
messages. 



Facebook.com/ 
OaksChristianChurch 



twitter* 



@oakscchouston 



LET US KNOW! 


From the Treasurer - Dorene Drake 


If there are events, meetings, or stories you would 
like to see in the October newsletter, please let us 
know! E-mail the church secretary, Holly Leger, at 
oakscchouston@aol.com. 
Please send in all information before 
Friday, September 20, 2013! 


Operating 

Account 

2013 


2013 
MAY 


2013 
JUNE 


2013 
JULY 


Deposits 


$8,693.33 


$10,081.90 


$11,145.00 


Disbursements 


$9,980.30 


$10,436.42 


$10,405.28 


Difference 


($1,286.97) 


($354.52) 


$739.72 
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REACHING OUTTHROUGH RUMMAGE 

CWF Hosts Annual Sale, Benefits Community 



Every year, in a matter of two days time, 
Kirchner Hall is transformed. 

The neat and tidy rows of chairs are 
replaced with lines of long tables. Those 
tables are then stacked full with various 
items like clothing, shoes, jewelry, dishes, 
furniture, books, and toys. 

It may seem like a mess to some, but to 
the Christian Women's Fellowship, it's a 
room full of opportunities to bless the com- 
munity. 

For more than thirty years now, Oaks 
Christian Church has hosted an annual 
"Rummage Sale" to benefit the church's 
mission funds. Members donate gently 
used items, which CWF then sorts, prices, 
and places on display for the sale that is 
open to the community. 

CWF Chair Barb Scantlin said setting up 
the sale is a lot of work, but that it's fun to 
see the progress. 

"It's amazing how the room can trans- 
form," Scantlin said. "Usually, we don't 
have anything in it, because we don't have 
church in there. It's just kind of fascinating 
the way it transpires." 

Once the donated sale items are organ- 
ized and priced, the doors open up to the 



community. This year, the sale will take 
place September 6 th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and September 7 th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

All proceeds of the sale will be sent to 
the Oaks's brotherhood in Indianapolis for 
various missions. 

At the end of the event, CWF will send 
any unsold items to 
MANNA, which offers 
a thrift shop, food pan- 
try, prayer ministries, 
and community assis- 
tance. 

Scantlin said the 
rummage sale benefits 
more than the commu- 
nity around them. It's 
also a good opportunity 
to bond with other 
church members. 

"The fellowship - 
that's what we really 
enjoy," Scantlin said. 
"Usually, we fix a 
meal, so we can eat and 
chit-chat while we 
sell." 

That fellowship will 



Gently used items 
ture, and books 



extend to volunteers, too. Scantlin said they 
need people on September 2 nd and 3 rd to 
help set up Kirchner Hall, as well as Sep- 
tember 7 th around 12:30 p.m. to help break- 
down the sale. 

Scantlin hopes people will be blessed 
from the sale this year, just as they have in 
years past. 

"It's just a 
good opportunity 
to make some 
extra money for 
the missions and 
to meet some of 
the people in the 
community," she 
said, "and then 
just to have fel- 
lowship time with 
our members." 

For more infor- 
mation, e-mail 
oakscchous- 
ton@aol.com, or 
call the church at 
such as housewares, toys, furni- 713-688-7761 
are encouraged for donations. 




LET THERE 
BE LIGHT 



PARENTS TO DEDICATE 
BABY BOY THIS MONTH 



Brent and I have chosen to join to- 
gether with our family and friends for a 
dedication ceremony in honor of our 
precious son, John David Yates. To us a 
dedication is more than a promise be- 
tween us, our family & friends and the 
church; it is a blessing on the life of our 
son. 

Please join us for the dedication 
celebration of our son, John David 
Yates on September 22 nd , 2013. We will 




have a small reception following church 
services. 

Joshua 1:9- Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
LORD your GOD will be with you 
wherever you go. 

-Bethany Yates 



John David, 

Before you were born, we dreamed of 
you, we imagined you, we prayed for you. 
Now that you are here; we hope for you, 
we love you, we thank God for you. 

Love, 

Mommy & Daddy 



By the end of this month, the sanctuary 
should be shining a little brighter than usual. 

No, Jesus isn't coming back yet. 

But the electrician is, and he will be in- 
stalling new lights in the sanctuary, which 
for the past few months, has been very dim- 
lit due to several bulbs going out. 

To avoid this problem occurring again, 
the electrician will install new LED lights in 
the church. The LED lights will not only 
last longer, but will also dim and brighten at 
the turn of a switch. 

In light of the current situation (no pun 
intended), Sunday services have been moved 
to Kirchner Hall for the time being. 

Pastor Don Joseph said he is anxious to 
return to the usual meeting place within the 
next month. 

"I'm excited to be able to see the sermon 
we put together," he said "and to see the 
faces out there... but then again," he added 
with a wink and a laugh, "that may not be 
such a good idea." 



